
The goal of this campaign is to honor and recognize the legacy of former Cal 
State Dominguez Hills men’s basketball coach Dave Yanai, and to honor the 
standards of teaching, mentoring and coaching that he established in his 19 
years in Carson. Garnering much praise from his former colleagues, players 
and other coaches, it is obvious that Coach Yanai’s name will infinitely be 
remembered due to his positive influence on thousands of lives.

To recognize his legacy we seek to name the basketball court within the Cal 
State Dominguez Hills gymnasium (The Torodome) the “Dave Yanai Court”. 
An endowed scholarship will also be established in Yanai’s name to provide 
an opportunity for CSUDH basketball players to further grow not only the 
athletic skills they possess but their academic knowledge as well. With his 
strong commitment to both academics and athletics, it is only fitting that an 
all-inclusive scholarship be named after Coach Yanai.

Many have followed in his footsteps, but none have reached the level of com-
mitment that Yanai gave to his student-athletes both on and off the court.  

The Goal

Celebrating a Legacy of Success

If you wish to make a gift, please specify that you would like it directed to 
the Dave Yanai Scholarship Fund. You may contribute online, using our se-
cure server at  www.GoToros.com/DaveYanai  or by mail, directed to:
	 CSUDH Development Office, Attn: Greg Saks
	 1000 East Victoria Street, Carson, CA 90747
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  • Send an email to Giving@csudh.edu
  • Contact Greg Saks, Vice President of University Advancement
	 at (310) 243-2182
  • Contact Patrick Guillen, Director of Athletics at (310) 243-3893
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The CSU Dominguez Hills Athletics Department is proud to announce a fundraising campaign to honor Dave Yanai, the former 
Toros men’s basketball head coach and the first Japanese-American head basketball coach at any level in the country.  This suc-
cessful campaign will culminate with the naming of the basketball court at CSU Dominguez Hills the “Dave Yanai Court,” as well 

as the creation of an endowed scholarship that will help future students in perpetuity.    

Even in retirement, Coach Yanai remains a fixture in the southern California basketball arena after amassing over 400 wins in a 
remarkable head coaching career, including 19 years in Carson.  In addition to his success on the court, which included numerous 
Coach of the Year Awards by the California Collegiate Athletic Association (CCAA) and NCAA, he was honored in 2000 as an out-
standing coach at the John R. Wooden Award Ceremony held at the Los Angeles Athletic Club, given annually to an individual who 

exemplifies the outstanding qualities 
established by the legendary coach. 

Comparing Coach Yanai with Coach 
Wooden is appropriate.  More than the 
success on the court, when former players are asked about playing for him, they talk 
about learning the value of teamwork, integrity and commitment.  Over Yanai’s coach-
ing career, hundreds of former players and colleagues were touched by him, learning 
valuable life lessons that helped achieve their own personal success.

Overall, Coach Yanai spent 28 years coaching in the Los Angeles area and finished with 
over 400 victories, one of only two CCAA coaches to hit that milestone.

A Great Teacher, Mentor and Coach

“One cannot overstate the impact that Coach Yanai has had on the lives of his
former players, students and colleagues.  He has instilled in each of us the importance

of character, the necessity of hard work and dedication, and beauty of teamwork
and selflessness.  We commend him for his 400 wins but we honor him for the
thousands of lives he has touched during his long and illustrious career.”

~ John Nojima, CSUDH Basketball Alumnus, 1987
Senior Partner - Lederer & Nojima, LLP

Rhodes Scholar - California Finalist &
NCAA Division II Male Scholar-Athlete of the Year, 1987
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“No greater testimony and no greater compliment can be paid to a coach than 
to say he was a great teacher.  The most successful and revered in this

profession - John Wooden, Pete Newell - were certainly accomplished mentors,
motivators, recruiters, & technicians, but first, they were exceptional teachers. 
Yanai comes right from this mold, a man who taught his players not only  the 

game of basketball but the life lessons so necessary to succeed in all
endeavors.  He represented college coaching as a champion in all respects.”

~ Dan Guerrero, Director of Athletics, UCLA
Former Director of Athletics, CSUDH, 1988-92


